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fensible as if they should now suddenly claim the island of
Nantucket. There is not a man fit to go on the commission
in all the United States who would treat this claim any
more respectfully than he would treat a claim to Nantucket.
In the same way the preposterous claim once advanced, but
I think now abandoned by the Canadians, that the Portland
Channel was not the Portland Channel but something else
unknown, is no more worth discussing than the claim that
the 49th Parallel meant the 50th Parallel or else the 48th.
But there are points which the commission can genuinely
consider. There is room for argument about the islands
in the mouth of the Portland Channel. I think on this the
American case much the stronger of the two; still, the Brit-
ish have a case. Again, it may well be that there are places
in which there is room for doubt as to whether there ac-
tually is a chain of mountains parallel to the coast within
the ten-league limit. Here again there is a chance for
honest difference and honest final agreement. I believe
that no three men in the United States could be found who
would be more anxious than our own delegates to do jus-
tice to the British claim on all points where there is even a
color of right on the British side. But the objection raised
by certain Canadian authorities to Lodge, Boot and Turner,
and especially to Lodge and Boot, was that they had com-
mitted themselves on the general proposition. No man in
public life in any position of prominence could have pos-
sibly avoided committing himself on the proposition, any
more than Mr. Chamberlain could avoid committing him-
self on the question of the ownership of the Orkneys if some
Scandinavian country suddenly claimed them. If this claim
embodied other points as to which there was legitimate
doubt, I believe Mr. Chamberlain would act fairly and
squarely in deciding the matter; but if he appointed a com-
mission to settle up all those questions, I certainly should
not expect him to appoint three men, if he could find them,
who believed that as to the Orkneys the question was an
open one. Similarly I wish to repeat that no three men fit
for the position could be found in all the United States who